
FROM FR. CHRIS ALIMAJI’S DESK  
Reflections on the Dawn of our Salvation: 
 
On this Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year C, we read from Micah 5:1-4a; Hebrew 10:5-10; Luke 

1:39-45; and sing Psalm 80. The world is anticipating the Lord’s birth, as the prophets had 

prophesied. Filled with the Holy Spirit, we are focusing our anticipation on God’s blessings. Our 

prayer is that we continue to be open to the unexpected ways that God will work in our own 

lives, as it was for the Blessed Mother, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and for Elizabeth, who all 

received God’s blessings in a special way celebrated this season in their pregnancy for the birth 

of the Savior, Jesus Christ, and his forerunner, John the Baptist. May we the Church welcome 

Christ and bring him to our neighbors, journey safely to our relatives to bring them joy, and 

pray for expectant mothers and the fruits of their wombs, blessings to our world. 

 
From our first reading, here is the prophecy of Micah regarding Bethlehem. “You, Bethlehem-
Ephrathah, too small to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one 
who is to be ruler in Israel; whose origin is from of old, from ancient times.” (Micah 5:1). This 
ruler will shepherd his flock in the majesty of the Lord, his God; and “his greatness shall reach 
to the ends of the earth, and he shall be peace.” (ibid. 4). Micah preached in the eighth century 
B.C., and following in the sixth century B.C., Isaiah prophesied that he shall be of a virginal birth; 
“the virgin shall be with child, and bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.” (Is. 7:14). Now 
we are getting real clue.  
 
This fourth Sunday brings to conclusion the Advent Season. Mary and Elizabeth were pregnant. 
They were filled with the Holy Spirit and about to give birth to their sons under human 
impossibilities. Elizabeth cried out to Mary’s greeting in a loud voice and said: “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.” (Lk. 1:42) … “Blessed are you who 
believed that what was spoke to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” (Lk. 1:45). This is found 
only in Luke’s Gospel. Here in Luke, we find the “Hail Mary” and the “Magnificat”. Take note of 
these when people ask you about the Rosary, or cajole you. Have answers for them. Have you 
ever heard that a virgin would get pregnant and bear a child? The Virgin Mary marveled at 
hearing it. But she faithfully responded, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be 
done to me according to your word.” (Lk. 1:38). This sign is the dawn of our salvation. This 
expression made my theme for this reflection. The prophecies of Micah and Isaiah were fulfilled 
here in our reading. The women recognized the blessedness of God and magnified God. So 
must we too. After Zechariah, father of John the Baptist, witnessing the birth of his son, he too 
sang his canticle of blessings to the God of Israel, for visiting his people, and redeeming them, 
(Lk. 1:68-79). God fulfills his promises! Blessings are showered on us when we believe.  
 
When God visits us, or remembers us, as people say it, we are blessed. Such moment is the 
blessed moment. When, in your life, have you considered yourself blessed by God? Think of 
your life and name a few. Did you realize that God was doing great things for you at those 
moments? God showered blessings on you and your family that made you all rejoice. God 



visited his people and filled them with joy; and you are among those people of God. Christ’s 
sacrifice in his body is our consecration by him to God the Father. By it, we have been made 
holy to God. (cf. Heb. 10:5-10).  
 
Christianity is Christ’s religion, and we all know that it has reached the ends of the earth 

bringing peace, and proclaiming news of happiness. This, indeed, is the reign of the new born 

king of Christmas. This reminds me of our Catholic Charismatic Renewal song from Isaiah: “Our 

God Reigns.” Christmas is that beautiful time and season when we, the Christians, celebrate the 

birth of the Messiah-King. Now, in Advent, this fourth weekend, we are making final 

preparations. As a Christian, if I may ask, how are you preparing for Christmas? What does 

preparing well mean to you? How often have you tried to prepare well? Were you able? What 

form or kind of preparations are you making this year? Filling up the valleys and levelling the 

mountains in your Christian journey might certainly require extra efforts from you. In the 

parishes, we, the clergy prompt you with Revival exercises, Retreats, and we preach at various 

occasions. You are the actor on stage. Make use of the promptings. Go to confession to any 

priest. Sweep your heart clean of sin. Dress it ready for the festival. The moment to do so is 

now. Peace! Shalom! 


